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6o g9b0bogds. 350996 JoHome 96580 9 BHgMIobo 0bseBbgdlL gmdg
»0935L“ @bsMRBO 22 ,,c0mMbE” BMdoEsbss Bofa®mdmgdo (ergdlozm-
60 1956-1958).

1983 Hgeb godmbumemo Hmlwa-JsOommeo @qdlozmbol batgwsd-
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MerTayLI0npOMBIIUIEHHBIH — ¢000™bol I0g)3genmdolss.

Meratopexxyuuit — coommblis FMgero.
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d9hs¢rmRbo — LadMLozm 0bLEMWIBGHO, — FoMIMoYbL wo-
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609300 1971) - 3arexs cobup. boyso, obBL gdom FodbsMo bs-
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8w900mB0, 3a7EXBD — SQOFOCT0, OIVSIoPol Jofddo, bscosg G90539-
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3Mbgd0lL 999009bmom30L 030 YYsbm LoGY35 956G BMOSHBEOYDdS.
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05, 30000035 MJOM, 39MEbEo, M350, G30bs". Metamr (Bwdobsdgowo
1984).
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05Ls3 LryEnbsb-Lods MMBdYE0sbo 0MbMaL: ,H35¢0 3090mMs boEg(s)wrs©
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“Litoni” (groombo, Metal) or “Met’ali” (99@ oo, Metal)?
Summary

In the course of mankind’s historical development, the close cul-
tural, economic and political relations of a people with their neighbors
near or far bring about the existence of common words or terms in their
languages.

As a result of the long historical connection between the Kartve-
lian tribes and ancient Greek culture, the terms /itoni (¢roo>mbo) and
metali (G9¢hs¢ro), which are of Greek origin, exist as synonyms in the
Georgian oral and written works. This doubling has introduced some
terminological ambiguity into the Georgian technical terminology.

Modern European (and not only European) countries use the term
metal and terms derived from it. However, Georgian terminologists and
specialists have been unable to decide the question of /itoni (¢roormbo)
or metali (GgHscro) once and for all. There has been no “legal
recognition” and there remains a difference of opinion among specia-
lists. These terms are presented as synonyms in common Georgian and
specialized dictionaries.

Before Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, before the Dictionary of Georgian
was compiled, the terms did not make it into existing Georgian dictio-
naries. Consequently, the Dictionary of Georgian became one of the
major starting points for historical sources of Georgian vocabulary. In its
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various manuscripts, the direct or oblique indications depicted in the
definitions’ various variants are invaluable for the elucidation of the
word.

In the comparative analysis of the terms under examination
(starting with the Dictionary of Georgian and including modern literary
Georgian dictionaries), /itoni (¢nooxmbo) and metali (G9¢)s¢ro) are
discussed as well as other terms used in their definitions.

An analysis of the meanings (definitions) of the terms produced
on the basis of /itoni (¢voombo) and metali (GgHsero) found in the
modern Georgian sources and The Georgian Dictionary and their usage
frequency provides the basis for assigning “precedence of introduction”
into the language to the term /itoni (¢croormbo). It is more closely
related to the roots of the common Georgian language and it has a
significant cultural-historical bearing, directly indicating the duration of
Greek-Georgian relations over a long period of time.

In fact, the synonymous pair discussed reflects an objective reality
in the modern Georgian language and points to a single denotatum.
They have a single linguistic meaning with no semantic nuance between
them. Thus, they are equivalent lexical synonyms, and (despite the lack
of synonyms in technical terminology) it is impossible to mark one out
as dominant.



