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Issues of the Chemistry School’s Terminology

Summary

This article discusses the chemistry school’s terminology from the
1980s through the present.

The following reasons for the diversity of chemistry school
terminology are outlined:

— Terms become outdated and change. For example, oxidi was
introduced instead of jangeuli and valentoba instead of valentovneba.
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— Terms change because they were translated mostly from Russian
until the 1990s and then from English after that. For example, the
universally established term perioduli systema (Ilepuoguueckas
cucrema) has become periodulobis cxrili (periodic table) in the new
standard of basic chemistry.

— Some of the terms have changed in their content as well. For
example, metalloids signified a group of chemical elements that are
today called nonmetals. At present, metalloids refer to elements found
between the boundary of metals and nonmetals.

— When there are two parallel forms of a term, twenty-first
century Georgian school textbooks explicitly use one, for example,
metali and airi.

— Sometimes the reason for the change of a term is unknown. For
example, gqimiuri gantoleba (Xummdeckoe ypaBHeHnwme, chemical equa-
tion) is known in the modern literature as qimiuri toloba.

— Despite the rules of word formation, aminomjavebi appears
instead of aminmjavebi in the literature we discuss.

— There are cases when school textbooks offer one type of spelling
while the dictionary of foreign words suggests a different type. Take for
example lanthanoidebi and actinoidebi. For the first one, two parallel
forms are suggested in the dictionary of foreign words: lanthanidebi and
lanthanoidebi. However, the second one is used only in the form of
actinidebi.

In conclusion, it can be said that a concerted effort is needed
between linguists and chemists to clarify the abovementioned and many
other terms in order to reform the professional language.



