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The System of Leather Terms and Its
Old Anatolian Parallels

Summary

In all languages of the world, lexical units and notions connected
with leather are one of the oldest layers of the particular language.

Accordingly, terms connected with the thematic unit “leather”
reflect the history and culture of the society that created, manufactured
or used it. Consequently, lexical connections between different
languages reflect cultural interrelations between the societies using
these languages.

This article attempts to show how close the Kartvelian ethno-
cultural world was to Anatolian cultures at the turn of the III-II
millennia B.C. based on ancient Anatolian lexical data and their
correlates in Georgian. Furthermore, any technological innovation in
the ancient Near Eastern world was simultaneously reflected in the
Kartvelian language and, therefore culture.
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