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Historical Units of Mass in Georgia, the Terms
“Litri” and “Litra”

Summary

This article presents the historical units of mass /itra and talanti
defined in The Georgian Dictionary (¢09dbozmbo JsGoero) by the
seventeenth and eighteenth century Georgian lexicographer, diplomat
and scientist Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani. Table (A) shows the
correspondence of the Georgian unit talanti / zodi to the Roman unit
talent. The results organized in tables (B), and (C) give us the modern
equivalents of old units and highlight the difference between the
modern term /itr7 (litre) - the unit of volume -and the old term /itra
(libra) - the unit of weight. The units for measuring gemstone weights
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defined by king Vakhtang VI of Kartli (1675 — 1737) are given in tables
(D) and (E).

Talanti (&owsb@o) / Zodi (o) in 17 and 18th
century Georgia

Unit Name Modern Weight
Equivalent (A)
Mna (36s) 0.819 kg
Qangari (Jobgo60) 8.190 kg =10 Mna
Kentinari 32.760 kg =40 Mna
(396@0b56M0)
=50 Mna
Talanti (&sgob@0) 40.950 kg =9000
Drahkani
Old (in the 18th century) Old litra Modern
unit name Weight
Equivalent
Barley grain — Qrtilis marcvali
(@0l B563g500) 1/6912  0.05g
Carat - Kerati (396530) 1/1728 0.19g
Grama (3595) 1/288 114 g (B)
Drahkani (©o6s33560) 1/72 455¢g
Satiri (LoGoMo) 1/24 13.65¢g
Unkia («6309) 1/12 2730 g
Nakhevarlitra (bobggsto@®ms)  1/2 163.80 g
Libra - Old litra (¢ro@®s dggero) 1 327.60 g
Mna (96s) 2.5 819¢g

New (in the 18th century) Litra Modern Weight
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unit name Equivalent
Barley grain- Qrtilis
marcvali (46000l 1/72360 0.05g
doM(335¢00)
Qkirati (4o®osmo) 1/18090 0.165g
Dangi (c0s690) 1/ 6030 0.496 g
Drami (co6s30) 1/ 1005 2976 g
Mitqkali (3o¢gswo) 1/ 670 4464 g ©
Tukhti (00mb@o) 1/20 149544 g
Qsani (Juobo) 1/ 16 186.930 g
Chareqi (Bs®gdo) / Nuki 747720 g
1/4
(6130)
Ogka (mys) 2/5 1.196 kg
New litra (¢0o@®s sbogwo) 1 2.991 kg
Tilani (00@960) 24 7.178 kg
Unit for Measurin . . Modern Weight
Gemstone Mass ° Mitkqali Equivalent °
Poppy seed - Khashkhashis
marcvali 1/1536 0.003 g (D)
(b5dbsGol oM 335¢0)
Millet grain - Fetvis 1/384
marcvali 0.012¢g
(89(H30L 856335¢00)
Barley grain- Qeris marcvali 1/96 0.046
(Jo®ob dse335¢0) V8 (D)
Broad bean - Cercvis 1/24
marcvali 0.185g
(390330 856335¢00)
Dangi (c0s690) 1/6 0739 g

Mitgkali (do@gogo) 1 4436 g
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Unit for Measuring Modern Weight
Gemstone Mass Miskhali Equivalentt
Miskhali (dolbsgro) 1 4250 g
Qkirati / Karati (yo®oomo / 124 0.177 g
3965(3)0)

Wheat grain - Khorblis

marcvali 1/96 0.044 g

(bmEBdOL JoM(335¢00)

(E)



