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On the Correlation of the Terms “Nabadi” and “Teka”

Summary

The Georgian language has multiple terms expressing wool felting
and wool goods. The ambiguity is caused by the widespread term ogdo
(felt), which first made its appearance in an album of decorative or
patterned (the folk name), felting (two editions, 1972 and 1982). Though
the reason is unknown, the author used the term ogds (felt) in the title
even though it did not remotely correspond to the illustrations. In it we-
re mainly represented decorative felt creations from Tusheti and the lo-
cals themselves called it bsdsgoo (felt), adding for specification the attri-
bute Loboosbo-[patterned], which expressed precisely its material form.

The single mistaken use of the term in the album title completely
changed the content of its meaning and it was even used to mean a
man’s outer garment. Today is a common term for felted wool goods and
has turned into a common term for various things. (Unfortunately, some
other authors continued to misuse it.) This unawareness of two different
terms led to a confusion of the terms expressing wool goods, a problem
which definitely needs correction.

The general idea was this: we had a word bsdoo (felt) as a
common term of felted wool goods. The oldest type of homecraft was
referred to as d9b6sdgmds (working on felt), and the worker on the
craft was called as 99bsdg (worker on felt). Today these terms are
neglected and in conversation is used the word mgds (felt), which means
a shepherds’ raincoat — @o@®mo (gharti) in Old Georgian and 350565
(gvabana) or 30056530 (gvabanaki) in western Georgia (in Samegrelo
and Abkhazia). ogds (felt) does not express the cultural phenomena
itself. This fact is due to the indiscriminate acceptance of the album title
by the relevant institutions.
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