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Terminological Issues in GESL!

Summary

Materials or any historical sources on the origin of the Georgian sign
language (GESL) are not available today. It is a natural language, but sign
languages are languages of oral communication and obviously, no textual
records are obtained. Neither corpus of this language (GESL) has yet been
created. Thus, during linguistic studies, we mainly rely on language sources
—the knowledge of the native sign language of local deaf people. Historical
or diachronic reasoning related to GESL is obviously associated with
certain difficulties for the reasons mentioned above.

Like other sign languages, word-sign production in GESL should be
considered a certain kind of creative process. It is significant that the users
of this language had no need to use a number of words, and therefore, there
are no such words in the language. But time, as well as the further
development of this local deaf community, demands the creation of new
words/signs. The formation of terms in this language is especially
problematic for a number of reasons, it is mainly related to the lack of
education among deaf community members. Like all natural languages,
sign languages must follow the mandatory norms of terminology, which are
so important for terminology in general. In sign languages, there are proven
models (one is used for ASL — American Sign Language terminology).
These models have been successfully used to create terms for sign
languages. It is desirable to implement these multi-professional models in
the working process to produce any kind of terms in GESL.

! This work was supported by Shota Rustaveli National Scientific
Foundation of Georgia (SRNSFN) OFR-22-254. The Georgian Sign language
nominal morphology].
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The issues of creating and using terms in GESL are quite difficult
due to a number of circumstances. In particular, it should be noted that the
"scientific researches" of incompetent officials working in the education
system are very damaging to this language. GESL may become copied
/calqued from spoken Georgian, and in this case, of course, all scientific
interest in this language will be lost. It is important to emphasize that in
most cases non-professional linguistic activities refer to the lexical level of
the language. In this regard, GESL is no exception.

In 2015, in the process of working with a group of deaf people, |
identified the terms in GESL that were related to the topic of the elections
and published the "Georgian Sign Language Election Dictionary".

It must be said that the ability to produce new terms with high
linguistic abstraction mostly depends on the level of education of deaf
community members. A well-educated deaf community is able to create not
only iconic and ideographic signs, but more complicated and abstract signs.
Unfortunately, the local deaf community is still quite far from such a
position.

In my opinion, it would be desirable if GESL terminology falls under
the terminological umbrella of the Georgian language in terms of language
policy in general. Here, the specific circumstances of this language should
be taken into account and, of course, it should be mandatory for people
working on GESL terms to have the appropriate linguistic qualification.



